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a) Object of study:
An ethical analysis of the issue "euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide (E and PAS)".

b) Method:

Employment of the so-called "four-principles" approach to health care ethics: 1. Beneficience (the obligation
to provide benefits and balance benefits against risks); 2. Non-maleficence (the obligation to avoid the
causation of harm); 3. Respect for autonomy (the obligation to respect the decision-making capacities of
autonomous persons); and 4. Justice (obligations of fairness in the distribution of benefits and risks).

c) Results:

It is shown first in what way E and PAS may be consistent with, and indeed flow from, all four principles.
Thereatfter, it is demonstrated how it is possible to construe the issue so that E and PAS conflict with, or run
against, the very same principles.

d) Discussion:

Philosophical-ethical research into the issue E and PAS can take many forms. Common is the employment of
either Kantian ethics (deontological, duty focused), utilitarian ethics (cost-benefit considerations), or
Aristotelian (virtue) ethics. The "four-principles" approach yields a very different picture of the issue.

e) Conclusions:

First, that the issue E and PAS is extraordinarily complex; second, that ethical theory does not necessarily
resolve the question, "Is E and PAS right or wrong?"; and, third, that the philosopher's "tool box" is helpful
in sheding new light on the issue.
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