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Availability and accessibility of opioids for cancer pain in Europe:

A survey of National Representatives

Country…………………….

National Representative………………………………

Drug availability
Which opioids are available? 

	
	AVAIABLE
	Available dose formulations
	Is there a maximal allowed dose
	Maximal allowed daily dose

	Codeine


	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Propoxyphene
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Hyrdocodone
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Morphine immediate release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Morphine sustained release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Morphine injectable
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Pethedine injectable
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Oxycodone immediate release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Oxycodone sustained release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Methadone PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Methadone injectable
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Fentanyl transdermal
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Hyrdomorphone immediate release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Hyrdomorphone sustained release PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Buprenorohine PO
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Buprenorphine Transdermal
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Fentanyl transmucosal
	Yes      No
	
	Yes      No
	

	Other………………………………………

…………………………………………….
	
	
	Yes      No
	

	Other………………………………………

…………………………………………….
	
	
	Yes      No
	


In any one prescription, what is the maximal number of days of opioid that can be supplied?

……………………

Can opioids be prescribed on "as needed" or PRN basis?   Yes

No

Can opioids be prescribed for cancer patients in the following settings?

	
	Without permission
	Only with special permit

	Outpatients
	
	

	Inpatients 
	
	

	Hospice care patients
	
	


Who has the authority to prescribe opioid medications for a cancer patient?

	
	always
	Only with special permit
	Only in emergency

	Oncologist
	
	
	

	Family doctor 
	
	
	

	Surgeon
	
	
	

	Nurse 
	
	
	

	Pharmacist
	
	
	


Prescriptions

Do prescriptions need to be written in duplicate or triplicate
Yes
No

Are special prescription forms needed?     


Yes
No 

If Yes…     

Do all physicians have ready access to opioid prescription forms?   

Yes

No

Do physicians need to pay for the prescription forms?


Yes

No

Dispensing

Where can the patient with a valid prescription for an opioid have it filled

Any Pharmacy

Yes
No

If  No

Only at a single designated pharmacy for each patient 
Yes
No

Only at a hospital pharmacy



Yes
No

Only is a regional pharmacy



Yes
No

Pharmacy regulations

How long to pharmacies need to store opioid prescriptions?    ……………

Can pharmacists accept an emergency telephone order for an opioid?  
Yes
No
Can pharmacists correct technical errors on a prescription?

Yes
No
Cost to patient for patient with cancer pain

	
	free
	<25% cost
	25-50% cost
	Discount <50%
	Full cost

	Codeine


	
	
	
	
	

	Propoxyphene
	
	
	
	
	

	Hyrdocodone
	
	
	
	
	

	Morphine immediate release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Morphine sustained release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Morphine injectable
	
	
	
	
	

	Pethedine injectable
	
	
	
	
	

	Oxycodone immediate release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Oxycodone sustained release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Methadone PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Methadone injectable
	
	
	
	
	

	Fentanyl transdermal
	
	
	
	
	

	Hyrdomorphone immediate release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Hyrdomorphone sustained release PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Buprenorohine PO
	
	
	
	
	

	Buprenorphine Transdermal
	
	
	
	
	

	Fentanyl transmucosal
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Stigma
Do National drug laws use negative language to describe opioids?
Yes
No

If YES, which terms are used

	Drugs of addiction
	

	Dangerous drugs 
	

	Poisons
	

	Other………………………..
	


Does the law absolutely forbid driving when using opioid medication?  Yes
No

[image: image1.jpg]