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Search method

• For each country, we search articles through medline using
these limits:
– Key words: (Palliative Care or Hospice) and (Name of Country)
– Publication date: from 1995 to 2003
– Language: English, French or Spanish

• After the search, we read the title of each selected article, and
we select those which describe something about development
of Palliative Care.

• After reading the title, we selected interesting articles to read
abstracts

• Finally, we choose articles to find them at the libraries.



Example: France



Search limits



Different searches

Methodic 166 results

Interesting
references

after reading

References
recommended
by key people

X results

1
2

3

1+2+3 Definitive search 166+X+Y

Y results



Methodic Search
Preliminary results (1)

Countries (1)

121411262TOTAL (5 + 6)7

4200211Direct selection (Articles
without abstract)6

81211051Selected after reading
abstracts5

182651483Selected after reading
titles4

431041315197“2” limited to language3

14210729172216"1" limited to january 1, 
1995 or recently2

22515155193437“(P. C. or Hospice)” & 
“country”1

GERFRADENCYPCROBELAUSSEARCHN



Methodic Search
Preliminary results (2)

Countries (2)

135102347TOTAL (5 + 6)7

320119Direct selection (Articles
without abstract)6

103101238Selected after reading
abstracts5

216222483Selected after reading
titles4

61144267566“2” limited to language3

801942137575"1" limited to january 1, 
1995 or recently2

125276921111009“(P. C. or Hospice)” & 
“country”1

ITAISRIREHUNGREGBSEARCHN



Methodic Search
Preliminary results (3)

Countries (3)

1667919283TOTAL (5 + 6)7

441210221Direct selection (Articles
without abstract)6

122679062Selected after reading
abstracts5

26791723294Selected after reading
titles4

1166434754211517“2” limited to language3

1419537354514430"1" limited to january 1, 
1995 or recently2

228685102711119350“(P. C. or Hospice)” & 
“country”1

TOTALSWISWESPAROMNETNORSEARCHN



Sources:
Journals containing 166 referenced articles

4270Others

100166TOTAL

35J Palliat Care

35Am J Hosp Palliat Care

47BMJ

1423JPSM

1525Support Care Cancer

1931Palliat Med

%nJournal



After Search: putting the results in writting



First step: writting something important about each article (1)



First step: writting something important about each article (2)



First step: writting something important about each article (3)



First step: writting something important about each article (4)



Formulary



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• Home Care Teams
– 18 teams in 1998 up to 30 teams in 2001 (after PC 1st plan).

• Home Care Support
– Some physicians referred their patients to the institutional home

care establishment of the AP-HP, a group of 50 public hospitals in 
the Paris region.

• General Practitioners
• Nursing Homes

– Nursing homes were used for terminal care. Most such
establishments are in outer suburbs, restricting familiy visits.

• Hospices

Palliative Care at different levels (1)



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• Long-term departements
• Hospital PC Supprort Teams

– 84 teams in 1998 up to 265 teams in 2001 (after PC 1st plan).
– 245 out of 1844 inpatients hospitalized during the study period

(13%) suffered from an advanced or end-stage life-threatening
illness. (French University Hospital).

• Palliative Care Unities
– 1st units in France were founded in Paris (1987), Lyon & St. Malo 

(1998)
– 657 hospital beds in PCU in 1998 up to 1040 in 2001 (after PC 1st 

plan).

Palliative Care at different levels (2)



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• Opioid availability
– Hospitals (Acute care): Only 48% Terminally ill patients receive

analgesic treatment. 20% non satisfactory.
– Compared to other european countries, France has been ranked

“2” in terms of “opiophobia” on a scale where “0” represents the
more liberal and “4” the most restrictive legislation regarding 
opioid analgesics.

– In 1996: Neither methadone nor hidromorphone were available for
terminally ill patients.

– In France, DDD prescribed of Morphine is low, comparing it with
other countries.

Policy & Founding (1)



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• Policy
– The Ministry of Social Affaires and the Ministry of Health have

assigned a national policy in terminal care in 1986, revised in 1993. 
Among the long-term goals of the program, palliative care units
will be founded in every department of the country for educational
purposes, and special emphasis be adressed to the education in 
pain relief.

– The november 1994 report of the “haut comité de la Santé
Publique” indetified pain as one of the key health problems in 
France.

– 2 Plans for French Palliative Care and a lex
• plan de developpement 1999-2001
• loi sur les soins palliatifs 1999
• plan de developpement 2002-2005

Policy & Founding (2)



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• Founding
• How people accepts PC

– Hospice care is not yet a comon practice in the french mentality.

Policy & Founding (3)

Societies

• SFAP
– Societé française d´accompagnement et des soins palliatifs.



Preliminary results in France:
What do we now about PC in France after searching?

• University:
– Exists, but low (neither medical faculties nor nurse schools).
– 1995: Health Ministry includes PC education in Core Curriculum in 

Medical Faculties.

• Basic:
• Medium:
• Advanced:

Education

Research


