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AIMS

Estimate the percentage of the follow up 
period with a satisfactory pain control 
(reduced of at least 50% with respect to 
baseline) within the first five days of 
treatment 
Estimate the time needed to reach 
satisfactory pain control (for the first time) 
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METHODS

• Phase IV multi-centre longitudinal study.
• 16 centres
• 159 consecutive cancer patients with moderate 

to severe pain were enrolled.
• Pain measurement: 5 self evaluations a day for 

the first five days of treatment, recorded on a 
diary.

• Treatment: 5-10 mg starting dose of oral rapid 
release morphine.
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PERCENTAGE OF THE FOLLOW-UP PERIOD WITH PAIN CONTROLLED
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TIME NEEDED TO REACH PAIN CONTROL
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AVERAGE PAIN SCORES AT BASELINE AND 
AT DAY 3 AND DAY 5 OF TREATMENT
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