Asociación Latinoamericana de Cuidados Paliativos.


Latin American Palliative Care Association.

On the 23rd of April of 2001, the Latin American Palliative Care Association (Asociación Latino Americana de Cuidado Paliativo - ALCP) was founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

It’s mission is to promote the development of Palliative Care in Latin America and the Caribbean by communication and integration of all those interested in helping improve the quality of life of patients with incurable progressive diseases as well as their families.

It’s objective is to make Palliative Care available and accessible Latin American region to all patients that need it.

The Association recognizes Palliative care as “the active total care of patients and their families by a multiprofesional team when the patients disease is no longer responsive to the curative treatment. Control of pain, of other symptoms, and of psychological, social and spiritual problems is paramount. The goal of PC is achievement of the best possible quality of life for patients and their families. Many aspects of PC are also applicable earlier in the course of illness, in conjunction with the curative treatment.” (WHO)

The Founding Commission is integrated by: Hugo Fornells (Argentina), Liliana De Lima (Colombia), Eduardo Méndez (Uruguay), Lizbeth Quesada (Costa Rica), Rene Rodriquez (Colombia) and Roberto Wenk (Argentina).

The address of ALCP is Juncal 860 (1062), Buenos Aires, Argentina. It’s e-mail address is alcp@intercom.com.ar.

It is a non profit organization: it’s resources will be the member’s fees, the contributions, grants or donations, and the income obtained by the organization of activities.

It’s members are categorized into four ranks: active, honoraries, contacts and founders. The annual fee is: non professional volunteers without charge, students U$D 15, nurses, physical therapists, social workers, and psychologists U$D 25, doctors U$D 40.

The Directors Commission meets every 30 days in a “chat” session via internet. Ordinary Assemblies will take place every two years during the Latin American Congress of Palliative Care. The Extraordinary Assemblies will take place as are needed: the meetings will be personal in an selected country or by chat.

OBJECTIVES.

To associate the people who are interested in caring for patients with incurable diseases and their families.

To promote regional information exchange of experiences to strengthen the existing programs and help in the development of new programs.

To promote the implementation of existing available knowledge, study and research.

To develop a basic system to be adapted and applied in every country for the accreditation of institutions and the certification of health personnel of different disciplines.

To collaborate with its members in:

· In their relationships with the community and the sanitary authorities

· In the identification and planning of the best health care model for their country or region

· In the development of systems of economic retribution applicable to their country

· In the development of norms of quality applicable to their country

· In the procurement of resources.

· In the training of health care personnel

To obtain regional information to identify needs and collaborate in the design of strategic plans based on this information. 

To regularly publish guides and papers in Spanish, and information about it’s activities to educate the health professionals, patients, legislators, and the general public.

To support initiatives for the changes in public health policies that endorse and guarantee Palliative Care.

To promote the necessary changes in policies and regulations to ensure that the necessary drugs for pain relief and other symptoms are available in all countries, in rural and urban regions.
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