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Congress of the European Association for Palliative Care: 3,000 experts meet in Vienna 

Photo exhibition: Images of human dignity 

The US sociologist, photographer and writer Cathy Stein Greenblat shows in her work: humaneness must never end. Her impressive photographs are on show now at the European Palliative Congress. 

Vienna, May 7, 2009 – Testimonies in word and picture against the repression of chronic, incurable diseases and death: The 11th Congress of the European Association for Palliative Medicine and Care (EAPC) in Vienna (7 – 10 May) is not restricted to medical and caregiving „techniques“ for people at the end of their lives.  The US sociologist, photographer and writer Cathy Stein Greenblat presents at the conference, with her photographs, moving images of people in the last phase of their lives, pictures of human dignity and the quality of life which can be attained when appropriate support is given. 

“In 2001, I resigned my professorship (Rutgers University/USA) to dedicate myself fully to my photographic and literary ambitions. I want to open people's eyes to themes such as life and death. Themes which we usually repress,“ says Cathy Stein Greenblat, at the Congress in Vienna. The sociologist, who became interested in photography through illustrating her scientific work, has drawn international attention, in 2004 for instance with the publication of her text and photographic volume “Alive with Alzheimer's.“

“There I documented care, centred on the person, of dementia patients in the USA. I am constantly engaged, in countries such as the USA, Japan, India and France, in showing with my photos  how great  is the positive effect of high quality palliative care on those affected.“

Her latest project – primarily in the four countries mentioned – involves photo reportage from the last two years, dealing with people at the end of their lives. Cathy Stein Greenblat: “I want to show how dying can even be emotionally and intellectually enriching for patients, their families, friends and caregivers. I concentrate on how human dignity can also be maintained in the natural processes of ageing, illness, cognitive deficiency and death.“ 

Humaneness must never end. And one can always “do“ something for those one is close to at the end of their lives – with  remarkably positive effects for those involved. The exhibition by Cathy Stein Greenblat can be seen by Congress participants for the duration of the EAPC Congress at the Austria Center Vienna. 
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